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ALONG THE TRACK

A fragment of a lance used by commercial
whalers in the 1800s was found in a massive
bowhead whale caught off Alaska last
month, suggesting the creature may have
been more than a century in age.

The fragment, from a bomb lance
Leafy Seadfagon manufactured around 1880, was discovered

in the whale which was killed in the
traditional subsistence hunt conducted by Alaskaipiat people.

The find adds to recent information — including thecovery of old
stone tools, last used in the 1880s, in whalesduumt the early 1990s,
as well as analysis of the lenses of whales’ eyasygesting that
bowhead whales have lifespans that extend pagsttarge

It must have been one lucky bowhead to have suhivationg.
Don’t worry about fire ants, here come the crazies.

“Scientists have warned” said Greg Roberts in thetfalian “of an
environmental disaster if colonies of yellow cranys found in
Queensland are not eliminated quickly”. A colonysviaund recently
in the Brisbane suburb of Rocklea as well as otimEsimonton, near
Cairns, and Hervey Bay.

“James Cook University entomologist
Simon Robson said ‘the consequences f
native wildlife will be horrendous if they
.... Establish themselves in Queensland.




Thought to have been eliminated on Christmas Isiar&)02, where
they have killed a third of the endemic red cratd ather threatened
wildlife by spraying them with formic acid, theyvearecolonised
many areas.

Also from Greg comes this tale of a very big Quésarder.

“Evidence indicating that Australia was home to bigggest animals
to walk the Earth continues to grow, with the diseny of the
country’s largest dinosaur bones.

The bones belong to two 25m Titanosaurs, dubbeg€rand
George, which browsed in Araucaria Pine woodlandshat is now
South Western Queensland during the mid-cretaceeisd about 96
million years ago.

Cooper’s 1.5m right humerus, or upper arm, weidddkd) and is a
rare fossil find because it is a complete bonmdk four months to
extract the fossil. Excavations are continuing \ité hope of
unearthing the complete skeleton.”

If you visit the Queensland Museum you will see timassive
humerus on display. Can you imagine an animal@a®itwo buses! |
was quite impressed.

And I'll finish with this comment by Joyce Cary @8-1957) British
author.

“It is the tragedy of the world that no one knowsaivhe doesn’t
know, and the less a man knows, the more surethatitie knows
everything.”

John E Noyce




goshawks for years. All | can

. say is “lots of luck” to those

Y looking for Bee-eatepellets.

“Birds have been enlisted to
determine if Asian honey bees
are still present in Cairns.

Five hives were discovered two
months ago amid concerns that
the bee may have brought the
destructive Varroa Mite to
Australia.

Ongoing surveillance will rely
on pellets of bee remains
regurgitated by the Rainbow
Bee-eater.

The pellets will be collected and

inspected by DPI scientists who

can identify the Asian honey bee
by its wing configuration.”

The above was in The Courier
Mail and was written by Peter
Morley.

Three years ago | was taken
south of Katherine in the NT to
see a pair of Red Goshawks.

While watching the female, she
regurgitated a pellet of
indigestible items of her prey.
Although seeing exactly, we
thought, where the pellet
dropped on the ground we could
not find it and my companion
has been studying this pair of

A WWF report entitled “Bird
species and climate change”
produced last year, has
highlighted the vulnerability of
migratory birds.

Long-distance migratory birds,
in particular, are facing
increased risk worldwide. The
WWEF report points out that
there have been reductions in the
numbers of some long-distance
migrants and in Europe some
species have changed their
routes or no longer migrate at
all. These changes could result
In increased competition with
resident birds for resources and
could cause a general decline of
all species in affected areas.

A more variable climate means
shifts in temperature, daylight
length and rainfall. Many
migratory birds rely on these
exogenous factors to tell them
when to breed, when to start
migrating, and when to turn
around and fly back home.
These changes will also have an
impact on their food resources,
resulting in greater variability in
flowering and insect life.

In this country one endangered
species, the Swift Parrot, breeds
only in Tasmania and migrates




to the mainland, feeding on winter flowering guna derp in areas of
Victoria, NSW, South Australia and Queensland. filleextent of their
recorded range, from Tasmania to Queensland, (Nwearly to the
tropic” Revised list of Qld Birds GM Storr. Recordsthe WA Museum
No0.19) may be the longest of all migrating parmetsldwide. Swift
Parrots are listed as endangered under State aledafFé\cts and there
are currently only approximately 1000 breeding 9airthe wild.

A few of these birds turn up in SE Queensland eaaker. If you have
records of them the Threatened Species NetworkonMded to know.
Also keep your eyes and ears (they have a distamctll) open next
winter. There was an influx into Brisbane suburlievayears ago. The
Queensland Coordinator of WWF TSN may be contaatdtO Box 710
Spring Hill Q 4000 or ematknqgld@wwf.org.au

Good (climate change) birding....John E Noyce

CABBOS OUTING campouts on Yandilla and have

come away with good lists.
Wed 19 September 2007 Directions: Kilcoy is approx 48km

“YANDILLA" Mt Kilcoy from Caboolture township. Just
Longstanding after crossing Kilcoy Creek, as you
WPS member, enter the town, note a park on left
David McCowan, hand side. Toilets to your right.
will welcome us Meet here at 8am. Bring morning
onto his property,  tea, slip, slop, slap and sturdy
“Yandilla”, at Mt footwear. Table and/or chairs
Kilcoy on this day. Like all would be advantageous.
primary producers, David has been NB: As mentioned in last
finding the current drought very newsletter Hazel and | will be
debilitating. He is carrying only staying at the Kilcoy Motel on the
half his head of stock at the night prior to outing and we will
moment. But he informs me that  be driving to Peacetrees SFP on
there are still some little birds that afternoon for birding and a
around and he saw some Black BBQ dinner. Anyone wishing to
Cockatoos recently. We'll see join us please make your own
what we can scare up. Birds accommodation arrangements. We
Queensland have had a couple of hope to drive to the SFP at about




2pm on 18 September. All .... John E Noyce (07) 54788748
welcome to
join us.

REPORT
CABBOS OUTING
Wednesday 15 August 2007
PRIVATE PROPERTY — STONEY CREEK

Eleven Cabbos were welcomed by Kym Rawson and
her son Harry onto their property on Stoney Creek.

Milton and Merle, Kym’s inlaws, joined us just aftee started. Kym had
mentioned that the bird activity had been fastfamdus over the last
fortnight and showed us a list of species she hadrded.

There was much activity in tall flowering gums dgrithe initial part of
the walk with Eastern Spinebill, Yellow-faced, Whihroated and White-
cheeked Honeyeaters being recorded.

Down lower were Little Wattlebirds and Striated Tioills. Strange as it
may seem the activity seemed to diminish as we chtowards the creek.

Usually the ridges are deficient in species congb&wehe creek bottoms.

We were on the track through the Rawson’s anddstthbroperties for
about two hours. Other species recorded were GMdastler, Little
Shrike-thrush, Satin Bowerbird, Yellow-tailed BlaClockatoos and
Brown Thornbill. Shining-bronze Cuckoos were cajlstrongly.

A total of 47 species. Our thanks to the RawsomisLatties for welcoming
us onto their properties. And a special thank youheir work to clear the
path for us.

A deer was heard running away and a small macrogpeties unknown,
was seen. Probably the sighting of the day wastimeber of male
Variegated Fairy-wrens resplendent in breeding plyen

Unfortunately we were unable to add to Kym'’s I&&hows you how
observant the lady is.
..... John E Noyce







Annual GeneralM eeting
Saturday 1 September 2007

All positions on the executive committee will becaat. Nominations
most welcome. Come along and have your say in dinattion you
would like our group to take in the coming yeard avhat activities you
would like planned or social outings you would beerested in.

Get involved, have some fun and make it YOUR group!

WILDLIFE PRESERVATION SOCIETY OF CABOOLTURE SHIRE| NC
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2007 NOMINATION FORM
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As romantic as it sounds for us city slickers to refer to the small
mice our cats bring in as ‘Field Mice’, there are no real Field Mice in
Australia. They are all the same smelly old House Mouse (Mus
musculus or M. domesticus, depending on the prevailing taxonomic
wind) that arrived with the First Fleet in 1788, if not much earlier on
other ships. That same animal is the black-and-white pet shop
mouse, the white laboratory mouse, the brown grain-shed mouse,
the one that dies in the bottom of the potato drawer, the one that
shorts out the dishwasher, and the one that often comes into the
Queensland Museum for identification inside hamburgers and
packs of walnuts or dried fruit.

It is undoubtedly the most successful and adaptable of all the
animals introduced into Australia, being just as fecund inside
functioning refrigerators and cold rooms (at -10°C) as it is in 40°C
heat inside sun-blasted metal shipping containers. Its numbers may
irrupt to plagues in grossly disturbed habitats. It even occurs in
Antarctic bases. It is definitely not, however, the only mouse found
in Australia.

We have our own designer suite of around 30-35 species of small
native mice, plus another 30 or so larger species that, following
European convention, we call rats. Some mice are adapted to mud
and mangroves, some to harsh waterless deserts, some to wet
heathland. A few are virtually indistinguishable externally from the
House Mouse. None, however, has a distribution that covers all
mainland Australia (and most of its islands) as does the House
Mouse. One island-bound population of the Lakeland Downs Mouse
(Leggadina lakedownensis) maybe threatened by irruptions in
House Mouse numbers, but other species, like the New Holland




Mouse (Pseudomys novaehollandiae), might push out the thereafter
exclude House Mice from mined or burnt areas.

During plagues, which occur every four years or so in the grain belt,
House Mice may number several thousand individuals per hectare.
Life is predictably quick, cheap and nasty, ending in a bird of prey’s
claws or a ditch alongside other exhausted relatives. Females
characteristically become infertile in high-density populations, the
vagina permanently closes and the uterus becomes thin and non-
functional. In 1907 Dudley Le Souef, while Director of Melbourne’s
Zoological Gardens, quoted the following newspaper report: “For
three months or more, the country around Merriwa and probably far
beyond, has been subjected to a plague of mice so numerous as to
beggar description. Recently on the premises of a general store
10,000 mice were destroyed in four nights. Upwards of 500 were
captured while a cricket net was being unrolled. Four bushels of
oats in a bag were appropriated by the mice in a night. A local well
ceased to yield water and on examination it was found to contain a

solid mass several feet thick of dead vermin....".

While House mice are smelly nuisances and a serious economic
pest, the other side of the coin shows that for just about everything
we eat, rub into our skin, drop into our eyes, inject into our muscles,
or wash our hair with, it has all been tried out on the poor old House
Mouse, ad nauseam, long before it hit the market.

But royal food-taster or not, the ones around our place still break
their necks to get the lowly pumpkin seed from the trap every time
we set it.




MEMBERSHIP

Subscription rates, which are G&

inclusive, are as follows:

Single $30
Family $45
Concession $20

Magazine Subscription
within Australia $37

Magazine Subscription
outside Australia (airmail)
(no GST applies) $55

Membership renewal for members
joining prior to 1999 is due on

1 January each year. Members
joining later than January 1999,
membership renewal is on the
anniversary date of joining.

PLEASE NOTE:
Your subscription is due on

1

DISCLAIMER....

The views expressed
by contributors are
not necessarily
those of the society.

COMING EVENTS.

Saturday 1 Septembe
10am at CREEC
ANNUAL

GENERAL MEETING

Helen Thomas will tell us about
her travels to “the Kimberleys”

er (to be finalised
ble Frog Workshop

rday 3 November

nfly I.D. Workshop
with Ric Nattrass /
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Tues 4 Decembe
End of Year Social
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CONTACT DETAILS Wildlife Preservation

38867400 Society of Cabpolture Shire Inc
Evening Meetings/Workshops

eld at CREEC (Caboolture Region

President: Brian Rigden
Vice President: Helen Thomas 3886613
Secretary: Dianne Hytten 5498510
Treasurer: Don Haupt

54968680 ENVironmental Education Centre),
150 Rowley Road, Burpengary,
MAIL ADDRESS: Daytime workshops/outings

— various themes & venues
Subgroup “Caboolture Bird
Observers” CABBOS

Tree plantings, day workshops,
displays, guest speakers....

Wildlife Preservation Society
of Caboolture Shire Inc,
PO Box 1415, CABOOLTURE Q 4510

COMING EVENT

Saturday 1 September 2007
10am at CREEC

If undelivered please return to:
PO Box 1415 CABOOLTURE Q 4510




Southern Branches Get Together
& WPSQ AGM '

14-16 September 2007

Hosted by Upper Dawson Branch in Taroom.

Friday 14 September
5.30pm - Welcome barbecue at
Taroom Showgrounds.

Saturday 15 September

7.00am - Breakfast at Taroom
Showgrounds

8.00am - Leave on all day bus trip
with guide Glen Ingram to
boggomosses and other scenic and
interesting spots (Murphys Lake,
Glebe Weir, Isla Gorge). (In the late

Where is Taroom?The township of
Taroom lies on the banks of the
picturesque Dawson River, 128
kilometres north of Miles. Itis a
small service centre located 464
kilometres west of Brisbane via the
Warrego and Leichhardt Highways.

Transport Options: McCafferty’'s
Coaches (Greyhound) travel to
Taroom. There are buses travelling
on Friday and returning on Sunday.

1990s WPSQ campaigned against theWebsite -www.mccaffertys.com.au

building of a dam on the Dawson
River because it would affect the
boggomosses, a unique natural
feature of this area. See what it was
all about.)

7.00pm - Official AGM Dinner at
Shire Hall with guest speaker
Professor Henry Nix, noted raconteur
with a comprehensive knowledge of
Queensland landscapes. Professor
Nix is past president of Birds
Australia, ex-director and visiting
fellow at the Centre for Research and
Education for Sustainability at
Australian National University.

Sunday 16 September

7.00am:  Breakfast

8.00am: AGM & Branch Reports

12.30pm: Lunch

12.45pm: Wildlife Land Fund
Limited AGM

Accommodation: Make your own
arrangements — some options:
1. Cattle Camp Motel 46273412
2. Leichhardt Hotel/Motel 46273137
3. Dawson Valley Cabins 46273378,
4. Football Club House for own swag
or bed. Hot/cold showers, toilets.
No fee.
. Caravan sites adjacent to Club
House. No fee.
Contact Adam Clark on 07 4628614(
for 4. and 5. above.

Contact Phone Numbers: 07
46286140/ 07 49931338

Full details, including registration
form, costs and all details including 4
map, see the Wildlife Preservation
Society of Queensland Annual
Report 2007, mailed to WPSQ
members recently.




At our AGM in September 2006 the same committeen@as
elected with Brian Rigden as President, Helen TheasaVice
President, Don Haupt Treasurer, Dianne Hytten $agrand

Eileen Rigden and May Payne as committee members.

Our program for the year has continued with monthietings
and monthly business meetings. Most general meetimge
weekend workshops as we continued to find it diffito attract
people to evening meetings. Workshops included ,fBagterfly
and Bird Identification events and our now ‘tragiital’ Fauna
Friendly Gardens activity with SGAP. We ran a ssste stall
at the CREEC Sustainable Living Fair.

The Faunawatch Caboolture program was again swgaposith
funding from Caboolture Shire Council which hasieel to pay
for data checking and entry and has enabled adeergnts to be
placed in local papers, attracting the generalipublsome of
our workshops.

The CABBOS bird watching group is still our mosppéar
activity with our members with around fifteen memse
attending each of the monthly outings. Our thargarago to
John Noyce for his hard work and dedication in argiag and
running these outings.

Several of our members have attended a number etimys
with the developers of the NE Business Park, aH&@roject
east of the Bruce Highway and bordering the Cabo®River.
Half of this area will be retained as native vegetaoffering an
opportunity to restore and protect 5km of river khadur
Branches input appears to have been accepted &higuny the
developers.

We have made a number of submissions regardingopeap
developments in the Shire. With proposals to ha@umseher
60,000 people in the Shire, the challenge to resame viable
natural areas within the region is daunting totbayleast.

My thanks to the committee for their hard work tigbout the
year and to John Noyce and Kay Brooks for theialnable
assistance.

Brian Rigden, President, WPS Cabooltujje




